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Defining Social Enterprise across Europe
“A social enterprise is an operator in the social economy whose main objective is to
have a social impact rather than make a profit for their owners or shareholders. It operates by providing
goods and services for the market in an entrepreneurial and innovative fashion and uses its profits
primarily to achieve social objectives. It is managed in an open and responsible manner and, in
particular, involve employees, consumers and stakeholders”
 those for which the social or societal objective of the common good is the reason for the
commercial activity, often in the form of a high level of social innovation,

 those where profits are mainly reinvested with a view to achieving this social objective,
 and where the method of organisation or ownership system reflects their mission using democratic
or participatory principles or focusing on social justice.

Social Business Initiative, Ec, 2011

The
Legal forms of
Social Enterprises
throughout Europe.

Source: A map of social enterprises and their eco-systems in Europe, European Commission

The weight of the Social economy
and social enterprises
in the 28 EU Member States

Some Figures

Source CIRIEC International for EESC, Recent evolutions of the Social
Economy in the European Union, 2017

Did you Know …?
The European social economy provides:
over 13.6 million paid jobs in Europe (about 6.3% of the working
population )
employment of a workforce of over
more than 232
entities

- over 2.8

19.1 million (paid and non-paid)

million members of cooperatives, mutuals and similar

million entities and enterprises
Source CIRIEC International for EESC, Recent evolutions of the Social
Economy in the European Union, 2017
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The Belgian situation
The Definition of Social Enterprise
Wallonia and parts of Brussels
Social enterprise is typically presented as the
more entrepreneurial subset of the social
economy, or as a synonym for the social
economy, defined as any economic activity
developed by associations, cooperatives,
mutuals,, SFS (société à finalité sociale) and
foundations and not aiming for profit
maximisation.

Flanders
Social enterprise-social entrepreneurship’ and
‘social economy’ are not used as synonyms.
The social economy is now legally defined (see
Section 2 on legal evolution in Flanders) as a set of
’social entrepreneurial values’ developed within
various organisational forms and activity sectors.
Still, the social economy appears as one sub-set of
social enterprise and social entrepreneurship in
Flanders.

The weight of the Social economy
and social enterprises
in Belgium

Some Figures

Social enterprises and their eco-systems: A European mapping report Updated country report: Belgium.

Did you Know …?
Over 252.000 paid jobs in Belgium
(about 612% of the working population
in Wallonia and Bruxelles Capitale ).

Over 11.000 social economy
enterprises

Rate of growth of the number of
enterpries
Social Economy (SE)
Business economy
except (SE)

Source. E’tat des lieux de l’èconomie sociale en 2016. Les cahiers de l’ Observatoire ,

The fields of activity of
social economy enterprises
Social Enterprises are
mainly active in the
 other service activities
(28%)
 health and social action
(25%)
 arts, entertainment and
recreation (15%).

Source. E’tat des lieux de l’èconomie sociale en 2016. Les cahiers de l’ Observatoire , June 2018

The fields of activity of Social economy enterprises

Generating more than
half of jobs in ES (52.8%),
the sector of ”Health
care and social action" is
the largest employer
sector of ES in Wallonia
and in Bruxelles Capital.
Source. E’tat des lieux de l’èconomie sociale en 2016. Les cahiers de l’ Observatoire , June 2018

Tools in support of social entrepreneurship
Through its various support programs,
COOPCITY helps project owners to set up
their projects and also supports existing
social enterprises in the development of
their activities.
http://coopcity.be/

This is part of the network of business centers in the
Brussels Capital Region. It provides entrepreneurs with
office space and a range of services that make life
easier for the company through its team of specialists
in support and business creation.
http://www.villagepartenaire.com/
The Chair of Social Entrepreneurship at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel
supports social entrepreneurs to realize their dreams. The passionate
projects of social entrepreneurs need all kinds of support, including
yours, to achieve their social mission and make the world a better
place.
https://platform.vubsocialentrepreneurship.com/

Good Practices

Their work is based on prevention and the dissemination of
health information. They are medical and social
intermediaries between, on the one hand, persons who
live in an extremely precarious situation and on the other,
healthcare professionals and social workers.
http://www.infirmiersderue.org/

Founded 2005

24 Healthcare professionals
and social workers

Health promotion and
assistance

Good Practices
Laboratoire d’innovation en santé & milieux fermés
(Asbl)
I.Care association is based in Brussels and its purpose is to contribute
actively to improving the overall care (medical and psychosocial) of
prisoners, the continuity of care during the incarceration and during transfer
or release and the development of health promotion in prison.
I.Care pursues the following missions:
Implementation of innovative projects
Creation of a health care network, coordination of projects led by local
operators, setting up training for professionals practicing in prisons.
Recommendations for political authorities, studies and research actions,
communication to the specialized sector and public opinion.

http://i-careasbl.be/

Founded 2015

8 Healthcare professionals
and social workers

Health promotion

Good Practices
https://www.zorgpunt.eu/

 Zorgpunt concept came from the recurring difficulty met by pharmacists to get quality professional
material at short notice. The idea emerged to create a pharmacist-owned organisation which would
provide (sell and rent) quality and easily accessible professional material.
 Zorgpunt recently extended its membership to new professionals with similar needs, namely nurses.
 Zorgpunt business model focuses on healthcare material, which includes material for older persons. Its
activity allows to ensure a better distribution of higher quality professional material, hereby improving
quality of service for the end-user – especially living rural areas.

Founded 2015
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